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Abstract. With the collapse of the government in 2021, the country changed
deeply from all perspectives. From 2004 until 2021 the efforts for democracy and
human rights were demolished and the change happened drastically. This paper records
and analyzes the human rights violations that occurred during Taliban Regime in
Afghanistan. It covers the violations based on the timeline of events from 2021-2024.
One of the main serious violations which affected society is the restriction on women's
education. Since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 nine core
international human rights treaties cover various aspects of human rights, such as civil
and political rights, economic and social rights, racial discrimination, torture, women’s
rights, children’s rights, migrant workers’ rights, and disabilities rights where
Afghanistan ratified six of those treaties.

During these years inside Afghanistan, no published book or article disclosed the
Taliban human rights violations due to restricted freedom of media because of that
reason the humanitarian and UN reports data are used in this paper.

This paper first focuses on the human rights situation before the Taliban and the
legal development of Afghanistan. Secondly, it includes the violation of human rights
by the Taliban regime, and at the last, it includes a conclusion and proposed
recommendations from the perspective of international law students.
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Tyiiinoeme. 2021 xbU1bl YKIMETTIH BIIBIpAYbIMEH €11 OapIIbIK sKaFbIHaH TyOereiini
e3repai. 2004 xxpuinan 6actan 2021 xKpUTFa JeiiH JeMOKpATHs MEH a/laM KYKBIKTaphl
YIIIH KYLI-KIrep >KOMBLIBIN, e3repic KypT Oonael. byn kyxar AyraHCcTaHIarbl
Tanmuban pexumi Ke3iHAE OpBIH ajfaH agaM KYKbIKTApbIHBIH OY3bUTYBIH Ka3bll,
tanaaiiael. On 2021-2024 xpuigap apajibFbIHAAFBl OKUFAJIAPABIH XPOHOJOTHSIIBIK
KeCTecCiHe HeTi3/1ereH Oy3yIbLUIbIKTapAbl KaMTHAbI. KoFaMmra acep eTKeH eH aybIp 3aH
OY3YIIBUIBIKTAPBIH O1p1 — oiienmepaiy O11iM anybiHa meKTey Koto. 1948 xbutbl Anam
KYKBIKTApBIHBIH KaJIbIFa Oip1ei AeKapalusichbiHaH Oepi ajlaM KYKbIKTaphl )KOHIHET1
TOFBI3 HETI3I XaJIbIKApajblK IMIAPT aJaM KYKBIKTapbIHBIH OPTYpPJl acleKTiIepiH
KaMTHJIbl, MBbICAJIbl, Aa3aMaTTbIK >KOHE CasCU KYKBIKTap, 3KOHOMHUKAJBIK >KOHE
OJIEYMETTIK KYKBIKTap, HOCULIIK KeMCITYIIUIIK, a3anTay, ohenaep KYKbIFbI, Oananap
KYKbIFbl, eHOEK MUTPAHTTAPBIHBIH KYKBIKTaphl, AyFaHCTaH OChI IAPTTAPbIH AJITaybIH
paTuduKanusIaraH MyreIeKTep KYKbIKTaphl.

Ocpl xputgap imHAe AyFaHCTaHAa >KapusulaHFaH Oipae-Oip KiTalm HeMece
Makamana BAK OocTaHAbIFBIHBIH IIEKTETyiHe OailaHbicThl TamubOaHHBIH amam
KYKBIKTapblH OV3ybl aIlblIFaH JKOK, COHJABIKTAH TyMaHUTApibIK koHe bYY
€CenTEePiHIH JAEPEKTePi OChI KY)KAaTTa MaiJaTaHbIIa bl

byn xxymbic anasiMen Tanubanra OediHT1 afaM KYKBIKTapBIHBIH JKaFdaiibl MEeH
AyFaHCTaHHBIH KYKBIKTBIK JaMyblHa OarbiTranrad. Exinminen, on Tanuban
PEXKUMIHIH aJjaM KYKBIKTapbIH OY3YbIH KAMTHU/IbI KOHE COHBIHA XAJIBIKAPAIIBIK KYKBIK
CTYJIEHTTEPIHIH Ke3Kapachl OOMBIHIIA KOPBITHIHIb MEH YCHIHBUIFAH YCBIHBICTAp/IbI
KaMTH/IbI.

Hezizei co30ep: Ayrancran, TanubaH, agam KYKbIKTapbl, Oy3yIIbUIBIKTAp KOHE
YKIMeT.
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Annomayusn. llocne kpaxa mpaButenbcTBa B 2021 romy crTpaHa TIIyOOKO
n3MeHunach co Bcex todek 3peHus. C 2004 mo 2021 rox ycwius 1o oOecneyeHuto
J€MOKpAaTUHU U TpaB uyeJoBeKa OBbLIM CBEJACHBI HA HET, U MPOU3OILIN PaJUKaIIbHbIC
u3MeHeHus. B nmaHHON cTaThe (PUKCUPYIOTCS U aHATU3UPYIOTCS HApyIICHUS MpaB
YyelloBeKa, NPOU3OIIEAIINe BO Bpems pexuma Tambana B Adranucrane. OH
OXBAaTbIBAET HApYIIEHHUs, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha XpoHoyioruu coObiTuii 2021-2024 romos.
OaHuM M3 TJIaBHBIX CEPbE3HBIX HAPYUICHHH, 3aTPOHYBIIUX OOIIECTBO, SIBIAETCS
OorpaHUyYeHHe >XEHCKOro obOpaszoBanusa. Co BpemeHu BceoOmieil nexnmapanvy mpas
yenoBeka B 1948 rony JeBSITh OCHOBHBIX MEXIYHAPOJHBIX JIOTOBOPOB MO MpaBaM
YeJIOBeKa OXBAaThIBAIOT PA3JIMYHBIE aCHEKThI MTPaB YEJIOBEKA, TAKME KAK IPak/laHCKHUE
U TIOJIMTUYECKUE TpaBa, OHKOHOMHUYECKME U COIMaJbHbIE IIpaBa, pacoBas
TUCKPUMUHALIMS, TBITKU, [paBa >KEHIIUMH, MpaBa JETeW, MpaBa TPYIAIIUXCS-
MUTPAHTOB, U TMpaBa MHBAJIMAOB, TIe AdraHuctaH paTudUUHUPOBaN HIECTh U3 ITUX
JIOTOBOPOB.

3a 3T roapl B AdraHuctaHe HU OJIHA OINYOJIMKOBaHHAs KHUTA WM CTaThs HE
packpbiBajia HapyIICHUs MpaB uejoBeKa TalubamMu U3-3a OTpaHUYEHHUS CBOOOJBI
CMMH, no »3TOi NpHUYMHE B 3TOM CTATh€ MCHOJB3YIOTCS JAaHHbIE I'yMAaHHTAPHBIX
otueToB U otyeToB OOH.

B naHHOI1 cTaThe OCHOBHOE BHUMAHUE YIEISIETCS CUTYalll C IPaBaMU YeJIOBEKa
no mpuxoaa TambaHa W TpaBOBOMY pa3BUTHIO AdraHucraHa. Bo-BTopbix, OH
BKJIIOUAET HApYILIEHUE MpaB YelloBeKa pekuMoM TanmnbaHa W, HaKOHEL, BKJIIOYAeT
BBIBOJ, W  IMpEJJIaraéMble  PEKOMEHJAIMM C TOYKM 3pPEHHUS  CTYJEHTOB-
MEXTYHApPOIHUKOB.

Kniwueevie cnosa: Adranucran, TanmubaH, mpaBa 4YelloBeKa, HapyUICHUS H
IPaBUTEIBCTBO.

Introduction.

Between the Taliban takeover on 15 August 2021 and 30 June 2023, the Human
Rights Service has obtained credible reports that members of the de facto authorities
were responsible for 218 extrajudicial killings, 14 enforced disappearances, over 144
instances of torture and ill treatment, and 424 arbitrary arrests and detentions. Most
these violations were committed against former Afghan National Army members,
police and National Directorate of Security officials.
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Materials and methods.

After the Taliban takeover in August 2021, the human rights situation got to its
worst case in Afghanistan. All the efforts since 2001 on the rule of law, human rights,
and democracy fade out in one night in the territory of Afghanistan. The Taliban
imposes strong restrictions on women’s rights and media freedoms. After some months
of the Taliban government, all secondary school girls have been closed in the country
and women are prohibited from working in most government institutions. It is no
wonder to see no women among officials of the Taliban at all government levels.

Considering the flaw of the timeline of events at first many individuals do not
expect the immediate collapse in Afghanistan. In the first month Taliban, thousands of
people due to fear of persecution and being targeted by the Taliban tried to flee the
country. Since the government collapse according to Wilson with an estimated 8.2
million hosted in 103 different countries.

In many cities, the Taliban searched for, threatened, and sometimes detained or
executed former members of the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), officials of
the former government, or their family members.

The Taliban victory propelled Afghanistan from humanitarian crisis to
catastrophe, with millions of Afghans facing severe food insecurity due to lost income,
cash shortages, and rising food costs.

In the six months before the takeover, fighting between government forces and
the Taliban caused a sharp rise in civilian casualties from improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), mortars, and airstrikes. The Islamic State of Khorasan Province (the Afghan
branch of the Islamic State, known as ISKP) carried out attacks on schools and
mosques, many targeting minority Hazara Shia.

Discussion.
a)  Unlawful Killings, Enforced Disappearances, Violations of Laws of
War

The United Nations reported that Taliban forces were responsible for nearly 40
percent of civilian deaths and injuries in the first six months of 2021, although many
incidents were unclaimed. Women and children comprised nearly half of all civilian
casualties. Attacks by the ISKP included assassinations and many deadly bombings.

Many attacks targeted Afghanistan’s Hazara Shia community. On May 8 2021,
three explosions at the Sayed al-Shuhada school in Kabul killed at least 85 civilians,
including 42 girls and 28 women, and injured over 200—the vast majority from the
Hazara community. The attack was unclaimed but occurred in a predominantly Hazara
neighborhood that ISKP had repeatedly targeted. On October 8, a suicide bombing
during Friday prayer at a Shia mosque in Kunduz killed at least 72 people and injured
over 140; the ISKP claimed responsibility. On March 4, gunmen fatally shot seven
Hazara laborers at a plastics factory in Jalalabad.

The ISKP (Islamic State of Khorasan Province) also carried out attacks, including
assassinations and deadly bombings. The Hazara Shia community was frequently
targeted, with notable attacks on the Sayed al-Shuhada school in Kabul and a Shia
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mosque in Kunduz. Retaliatory killings by the Taliban against former officials and
security force personnel were also documented. Both the Taliban and ISKP conducted
targeted killings of civilians, including government employees, journalists, and
religious leaders. The Afghan government security forces were also responsible for
civilian casualties, including indiscriminate mortar and rocket attacks. The situation in
Afghanistan remains complex and volatile, with various armed groups contributing to
the violence and suffering of civilians
b)  Women’s and Girls’ Rights

In the aftermath of the Taliban takeover, there have been numerous policies and
regulations implemented that have rolled back women's and girls' rights in
Afghanistan. These measures include severe restrictions on employment and
education, as well as limitations on the right to peaceful assembly. The Taliban has
also targeted high-profile women, denying them freedom of movement outside their
homes.

While the Taliban claims to support education for girls and women, they ordered
secondary schools to reopen only for boys on September 18. As of October, the
majority of secondary schools for girls remained closed, although some have reopened
in a few provinces. The acting minister of higher education announced that girls and
women could participate in higher education but would be segregated from boys and
men. However, the lack of female teachers, especially in higher education, is likely to
result in limited access to education for many girls and women.

In addition, women who had been teaching boys in classes above the sixth grade
or men in mixed classes at university have been dismissed in some areas due to the
prohibition on teaching males. The Taliban has also banned or restricted female
humanitarian workers, which could further hinder access to healthcare and
humanitarian aid. Almost all female government employees have been dismissed, and
there have been requirements for gender segregation in workplaces when women have
been allowed to return to work.

The Taliban eliminated the Ministry for Women's Affairs and repurposed its
building as the Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. This
institution enforces rules on citizens' behavior, including women's dress and their
ability to move outside the home unaccompanied by a male relative. Shelters for
women fleeing violence have been closed, and some women have been transferred to
women's prisons.

These developments have had a significant impact on the rights and freedoms of
women and girls in Afghanistan, with access to education, employment, healthcare,
and basic services severely shortened.

c)  Freedom of Media, Speech, and Assembly

Following the Taliban takeover, nearly 70 percent of Afghan media outlets closed,
and those that remained faced threats and self-censorship. The Taliban imposed strict
restrictions on media and free speech, detaining and beating journalists who covered
protests. Women carried out demonstrations against Taliban policies, facing violence
and restrictions. On September 7, Taliban security forces detained two journalists from
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the Etilaat-e Roz media outlet and severely beat them in custody before releasing them.
The reporters had been covering protests by women in Kabul. The Taliban detained at
least 32 journalists after taking power in Kabul.

In summary, the Afghan media has been under significant threat, with journalists
targeted and attacked by both the Taliban and the ISKP. Media outlets have closed, and
the remaining outlets face restrictions and self-censorship. Protests against Taliban
policies have been met with violence, and journalists investigating the Taliban have
been arrested.

d) International Justice and Investigations into Abuses

On September 27, the prosecutor for the International Criminal Court filed an
application before the court’s judges seeking authorization to resume an investigation
in Afghanistan following the collapse of the former Afghan government. Prosecutor
Karim Khan stated, however, that his investigation would focus only on crimes
allegedly committed by the Taliban and the Islamic State and deprioritize other aspects
of the investigation, namely alleged crimes committed by the forces of the former
Afghan government and US military and CIA personnel.

On August 24, the UN Human Rights Council held a special session, requested
jointly by Afghanistan and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), but the
negotiations—led by Pakistan as OIC coordinator—failed to create any new
monitoring mechanism. At its next regular session, the UN Human Rights Council
adopted on October 7 a European Union-led resolution establishing a special
rapporteur on Afghanistan, supported by experts, including on “fact-finding, forensics,
and the rights of women and girls.”

In June, Afghan witnesses testified by video link in the defamation trial against
Australian newspapers brought by former Australian SAS officer Ben Roberts-Smith.
In 2018, The Age, Sydney Morning Herald, and Canberra Times had published
accounts of alleged killings of civilians and other abuses by SAS units, and by Roberts-
Smith himself. Those abuses are being examined by Australian investigators.

e) Position of International community on 2021

After the Taliban takeover, the Afghanistan Central Bank lost access to its US
dollar assets, and the International Monetary Fund blocked funding. Donors halted
payments from the Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund, leading to an economic
collapse.

The UN Security Council renewed the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) for six months, but its future is uncertain. The Taliban government has not
been formally recognized by any country. The EU set benchmarks for engagement,
emphasizing human rights and an inclusive government.

China called for an end to economic sanctions on Afghanistan and expected the
Taliban to become more inclusive. Russia, Turkey, and Iran stated they would not
acknowledge a Taliban-led government until it formed an inclusive administration,
while Pakistan called for international engagement and an inclusive government.

Throughout the year, the deteriorating situation in Afghanistan was repeatedly
addressed by UN bodies and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

80 Eypasus xanvixapaneix kygeix scypranvt (EAXKIK), 2024, Nl



hitps://eajil. enu.kz Eurasian Journal of International Law (EAJIL) 2024, #1

In 2022, Afghanistan experienced a deepening economic crisis marked by a
significant reduction in donor assistance and corresponding cuts to essential workers'
wages. A massive liquidity crisis, soaring prices for crucial goods, and external
restrictions on the banking sector exacerbated the situation. Millions of children
suffered from acute malnutrition, and over 90% of Afghans faced food insecurity.
Women and girls were disproportionately affected, with Taliban actions contributing
to job losses and hindering female aid workers.

a)  Women’s and Girls’ Rights

In March 2022, the Taliban made the announcement that women and girls would
be prohibited from receiving secondary education. This decision received widespread
criticism and concern from various international bodies, including the United Nations
Security Council, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, and most members of the
G7 and G20. The Taliban’s leadership, which is entirely comprised of men, has not
permitted women to participate in governance at any level or hold any senior positions
in the civil service, including as judges. Authorities announced and frequently enforced
rules prohibiting women from traveling or leaving their homes, including to go to the
workplace without a male family member accompanying them—an impossible
requirement for almost all families—and barred women from holding most types of
jobs.

b)  Economic and Humanitarian Crises

In 2022, Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis deepened due to the lasting economic
collapse following the Taliban takeover. Over 90% of the population faced food
insecurity, resulting in widespread daily meal skipping and starvation deaths,
particularly affecting children.

US restrictions on the Central Bank of Afghanistan (Da Afghanistan Bank)
exacerbated the crisis, causing a prolonged liquidity shortage and hindering legitimate
financial activities. Women and girls were disproportionately affected, facing barriers
to food, healthcare, and financial resources, worsened by Taliban policies restricting
women from most paid jobs.

The creation of «The Afghan Fund» by the US on September 14 aimed to address
economic challenges, but concerns persisted about its viability and the delayed steps
in stabilizing the collapsed economy, with significant human costs. Taliban restrictions
on women's employment and oppressive requirements for those allowed to work added
to the challenges faced by female-headed households. World Food Program surveys
highlighted the terrible situation, with almost 100% of women-headed households
lacking adequate food, resorting to drastic measures for survival.

c) Extrajudicial Killings, Enforced Disappearances, Torture, and War
Crimes

Taliban forces, since August 2021, have engaged in revenge killings, enforced
disappearances, and summary executions of former government officials, security
personnel, and individuals labeled as members of the Islamic State of Khorasan
Province (ISKP). UNAMA's August 2022 report highlighted numerous cases,
indicating challenges in distinguishing between victims' affiliations.
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Nangarhar residents uncovered a mass grave with at least 45 decomposed bodies,
showing signs of torture and brutal executions. In Panjshir province, the Taliban
conducted search operations targeting communities supporting the National Resistance
Front, resulting in detentions, torture, collective punishment, and disregard for detainee
protections.

d)  Attacks by Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP)

In 2022, ISKP claimed responsibility for numerous bombings and armed attacks
targeting Hazaras, resulting in at least 700 casualties. On April 19, a suicide bombing
at a Kabul high school in Dasht-e Barchi, a predominantly Hazara and Shia area,
claimed 20 lives and injured several. Two days later, an attack at Seh Dokan Mosque
in Mazar e Sharif killed 31 and wounded 87. On April 27, unidentified gunmen killed
five Hazara men in Samangan. Another attack on a Kabul educational center on
September 30, primarily affecting Hazara women and girls, resulted in 53 deaths and
100 injuries.

The Taliban's failure to provide security and assistance to at-risk populations and
survivors exacerbated the impact of the attacks, causing long-term harm by depriving
families of breadwinners and imposing significant medical and lifestyle burdens.

e) Extension of UNAMA in 2022

The United Nations Security Council passed a resolution in March 2022 extending
the United Nations Assistance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA) and its mandate to
report on human rights conditions. The UN Human Rights Council in Geneva renewed
and strengthened the mandate of the UN special rapporteur on Afghanistan in October.

The Security Council held numerous debates on Afghanistan and extended several
sanctions and removed exemptions that had been granted to some Taliban officials who
are under travel bans.

In 2023, the human rights situation in Afghanistan deteriorated as the Taliban
committed widespread violations, particularly against women and girls. They imposed
bans on education and employment for women and restricted freedom of movement
and speech. Human Rights Watch described the abuses as a crime against humanity.
The Taliban also cracked down on media and detained journalists, human rights
defenders, and activists. UN reports documented extrajudicial killings, arbitrary
arrests, torture, and enforced disappearances by Taliban forces. The country faced a
severe humanitarian crisis, with over 28 million people requiring aid. Acute
malnutrition affected 4 million Afghans, including 3.2 million children. The loss of
foreign assistance, a shortfall in humanitarian aid, and a drought worsened the crisis.
A ban on women working with NGOs hindered aid delivery and monitoring of
women's needs. Same-sex conduct remained criminalized, and the Islamic State of
Khorasan Province continued to carry out attacks, causing civilian casualties.

In the majority of Afghan provinces, authorities have implemented regulations
prohibiting women from traveling or leaving their homes unaccompanied by a male
relative, even for work. Women are generally required to wear a full hijab and cover
their faces in public.
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Taliban actions throughout 2023 indicate an intensifying crackdown, such as their
denial of travel permission for 63 women to accept scholarships in the United Arab
Emirates, the closure of all beauty salons resulting in the loss of 60,000 jobs for women,
and the ban on women visiting Band-e-Amir national park.

Results and conclusions.

The Taliban maintained their crackdown on civil society activists, with instances
such as the arrest of university professor Ismail Mashal on February 2 for publicly
opposing the ban on women's university education. On March 27, Matiullah Wesa, an
education activist and founder of Penpath, an organization advocating for education in
Afghanistan, was arrested along with family members by the GDI. He was released on
October 26 without any charges.

Following the closure of beauty salons on July 19, security forces employed water
cannons and fired shots into the air to disperse a peaceful protest by salon owners and
employees. Four women protesters were reportedly arrested but released later that day.
Throughout 2023, the Taliban detained numerous women's rights protesters across the
country.

On January 12, the ISKP claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kabul that killed 33, many of them civilians, and
wounded at least 45. On June 6, a car bomb killed the Taliban’s provincial governor in
Badakhshan; a suicide attack on June 8 during the funeral killed nine civilians and
injured 37. On November 7, a minibus explosion killed seven and injured 20 members
of the Hazara community. The attack occurred in the Dasht-e Barchi area of Kabul, a
predominantly Shia Hazara neighborhood that has seen many ISKP attacks.

In March 2023, the UN Security Council extended UNAMA's mandate,
emphasizing its role in reporting on human rights conditions. The secretary-general
was directed to conduct an integrated, independent assessment by November 17, with
a focus on the rights of women and girls. Feridun Sinirlioglu was appointed to lead the
assessment.

In October, the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva renewed and strengthened
the mandate of the UN special rapporteur on Afghanistan. On December 21, 2022,
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European Union jointly
condemned the ban on women attending universities. On February 1, the US State
Department imposed additional travel restrictions on several Taliban officials in
response to the ban on women's university education.

On April 5, the UN, along with the EU and many countries, condemned the
Taliban's ban on Afghan women working with the UN.
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